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Summary of Legidation: This bill provides that a parent of an abandoned infant is not required to be
notified of custody hearings if a court findsthat effortsto locate the parents or reunify the family arenot in
the infant's best interests. The bill requires alocal child protective service that takes custody of an infant to
contact the Missing Persons Clearing House to determine if the infant has been reported missing. It also
providesthat, in custody hearings concerning an abandoned infant left with an emergency medical services
provider, the emergency medical services provider is not required to be notified of custody proceedings.

Effective Date: July 1, 2001.

Explanation of State Expenditures: Thebill requiresa local child protective servicethat takes custody of
an abandoned infant to contact the Indiana Clearinghouse for Information on Missing Children,
(administered by the Indiana State Police) to determine if the infant has been reported missing. The
Clearinghouse may be accessed via a toll-free tel ephone number.

Theultimateimpact of thebill will be determined by the number of infantsthat areabandoned. TheDivision
of Family and Children estimates that it provides assistance to 60 abandoned infants each year.

Explanation of State Revenues:

Explanation of L ocal Expenditures: Theprovision regarding parental notification of custody hearingsfor
abandoned infantsisexpected to have aminimal impact on courtswith juvenilejurisdictionandlocal offices
of the Division of Family and Children. Thisprovision may decreasethelength of time necessary to finalize
an adoption of an abandoned infant.

The bill aso eliminates the requirement that the emergency services provider with whom an abandoned
infant was left, be notified of custody hearings. This provision relievesthelocal courts of an administrative
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duty.

Explanation of L ocal Revenues:

State AgenciesAffected: TheFamily and Social Services Administration, Division of Family and Children.

L ocal Agencies Affected: Local courts with juvenile jurisdictions.

| nfor mation Sour ces:
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